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1 CULTURAL HERITAGE REPORT

This report provides the following information to support the cultural heritage assessment included in chapter
26 of the EIAR:

1  Archaeological and cultural heritage background information (see section 1);

1 Information on the Cultural Heritage Study Area including townlands and the field assessment and
geophysical results (see section 1);

1 A methodology for evaluating potential effects of the offshore wind farm on the setting of cultural
heritage assets within the receiving cultural heritage environment (see section 2);

I  Standards, guidelines and legislation that inform the assessment (see section 3); and

1  Gazetteer of designated sites (see sections 4 and 5).

1.1  Archaeological and cultural heritage background

Prehistoric activity (c. 7000 BCi AD 400) i coastal and riverine

Whilst there are no upstanding prehistoric sites in the locality of the Project, the earliest substantive evidence
of human activity in the general area is from Dunany, where a large collection of surface flint artefacts
(4,443) comprising 328 flake implements including adzes, backed knives and sidescrapers were identified.
Most of the finds were primary flakes and cores which included a number of large, rough flakes used as
scrapers. It was suggested that most of them were Neolithic (4000-2200 BC) and later, but with evidence of
later Mesolithic (5000-4000 BC) activity from a tanged point (Hodgers, D., 1979).

In Richardstown, north of the N33 at the western end of the onshore cable route, a Neolithic house (RMP
LH017-113) and a Bronze Age furnace (RMP LH017-114) with associated pits were excavated in advance of
quarrying activity. Neolithic flint blades and a polished stone axe head were recovered from the excavated
features. The Bronze Age activity cut into the earlier house and two pit burials (RMP LH017-115 and LHO17-
115001) were excavated immediately to the north (Byrnes, 2000). One of the pits appeared to be cut by the
other and a token deposit of cremated bone was recovered from the later one. A number of flint flakes were
recovered from the fill of both pits (lbid, after RMP digital file).

The presence of burnt mounds is often indicative of Bronze Age (c. 2500-500BC) seasonal communal

activity in river valleys, lakeshores and boggy ground i as found here in the vicinity of the River Dee. They

are represented by small mounds of burnt stone, which were heated on a fire in order to heat water in a pit

dug into a marshy area, the stones being discarded once they had cooled. These site types have often been

interpreted as cooking places or fulacht fiadh, where water in a trough was heated with fire heated stones

and a joint of meat could be boiled. Other possible us
clothes dying, leather working and brewing, or activities involving b at hi ng, saunas and swea
( O06 S u larld Dawaay, 2004). Fulachta fia were excavated in Harristown, Broadlough and Richardstown

(RMP LHO017-107, LH017-104 and LH018-065), in advance of the construction of the N33 and of pipe laying.

Possible Barrow sites are recorded in Port townland (LH019-014001-; LH019-014002-) east of the onshore
cable route. These are part of the Bronze/lron Age burial tradition (c. 2400 BC - AD 400) and generally
comprise an artificial mound of earth or earth and stone, normally constructed to contain or conceal burials.

There is the site of a promontory fort at Dunany Point (RMP LH019-002). These are defensive enclosures
that are created by constructing one or more lines of ramparts across the neck of a promontory, in order to
defend or restrict access to it. They date from the prehistoric period onwards and tend to be ascribed to the
Iron Age period (c. 500 BC - AD 400). According to Stubbs (RMP file) a fort known as 'the DUn' stood at
Dunany Point but was destroyed by coastal erosion. No visible surface traces of the site survive.

Other miscellaneous excavations in advance of the N33 which may be prehistoric in date included isolated
pits in Richardstown (RMP LH018-066, LH018-067, LH018-068 and LH017-111).
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The excavations in Broadlough, Richardstown and Harristown indicates the subsurface archaeological
potential in lands in the broad shallow valley of the River Dee, this is a consideration for the onshore
substation site which is located within a greenfield area.

Early medieval period (c. 5th-11th centuries AD)

The Cultural Heritage Study Area is within the flat undulating lowland which forms part of the ancient
Mhaighe Muirtheimhne. Historical sources for the early medieval period indicate that the main population
group in north Louth was the Conaille Muirtheimne. They controlled the areas of Cuailgne (Cooley) and
Mhaighe Muirtheimne (Plain of Muirtheimne)-corresponding to the area south of Dundalk. The Conaille
Muirtheimne appear to have been subject to the kingdom of Brega, during the first half of the 7th century
A.D. Their earliest appearance in the annals is in 688 A.D. as allies of the Knowth branch of the Sil nAeda
Slaine at the battle of Imblech Pich (Emlagh, Co. Meath), which was a key event in the political
fragmentation of the Sil nAeda Slaine dynasty. They were subsumed by the Airgialla tribe (later Anglicised in
placenames as Oriel-) in the early 12th century by Donnchad Ua Cerbaill.

In the Tain B6 Cuailnge, Cuchulainn fights Lethan at Ath Carpat on the river Nith, an ancient name for the
River Dee. The name Dee is derived from the town of Ardee (Baile Atha Fhirdhia or the town of Ferdiad's
ford).

Christianity was introduced into Ireland in the fifth century AD and brought with it not only writing and
recorded history, but also a range of new monuments. The best-known native monument of this period is the
ringfort. Ringforts are the classic Early Christian settlement type and are among the commonest
archaeological monuments in the country. There is a dearth of such monuments in the Cultural Heritage
Study Area, however just beyond it there is a ringfort in Richardstown (RMP LH018-071) and in
Nicholastown (RMP LH019-013). There are however several sites that are classified as enclosures which
may be ploughed out remains of ringforts such as the site at Stickillin (RMP LH017-017) and Nicholastown
(RMP LH019-013001, adjacent to the aforementioned ringfort).

There is a souterrain recorded in Broadlough (RMP LH017-091) and one or possibly two drystone-built
souterrains in Stickillin (RMP LH017-014) (both at the western end of the onshore cable route). Souterrains
comprise an underground structure consisting of one or more chambers connected by narrow passages or
creepways, usually constructed of drystone-walling with a lintelled roof over the passages and a corbelled
roof over the chambers. Most souterrains appear to have been built in the early medieval period by ringfort
inhabitants (c. 500 - 1000 AD) as a defensive feature and/or for storage. Stray finds are recorded from the
ploughed field in the vicinity of the souterrains in Stickillin comprising sherds of pottery, glass, a worked
stone and glass (NMI 1978: 259-267).

Ecclesiastical centres became the focus of the new religion that was readily adopted in this period. In the
townland of Stickillin, south of the N33 and the former railway line (now an amenity walk), there is evidence
for an early medieval ecclesiastical site. The placename Stickillin is an anglicisation of the Irish d’ig Cillin
meaning House of Cillin. Cillin was the son of Niatu of northeast county Galway who was converted with his
father and brothers, was consecrated bishop, and went with Saint Patrick and Saint Benén on their
missionary journeys (Maclvor, 1956). There is an early font recorded inside the church (RMP LH017-015002)
and a Holy Well (RMP LH017-016) called Tober Phadraig. The same well seems to have been later called
St. Brigid's Well (Ibid.). Tradition claims St. Patrick struck a spring beside the cave at Stickillin and that
afterwards it was called Patrick's Stream (Irish Folklore Commission Schools' Manuscripts 670, 12).

The earliest churches were built of wood, none of which survive above ground; but there are many later
medieval churches, with associated graveyards that were built on or near the site of the early churches.
Drumcar church (RMP LH018-005), for example has early ecclesiastical origins. Leslie (1911) believes that
the site of an early friary was at Pairc na Brathar, on the river-bank west of the graveyard in Drumcar,
recorded in the O.S. Letters, although the precise location is not known.

Medieval period (late 12th 7 early 16th century)

The Normans came to Ireland in the middle of the twelfth century, bringing with them new military traditions
and fortifications, new language, and new social structures. Anglo Norman fortifications include mottes and
baileys and moated sites which were small, fortified residences of the gentry in the 14th to 16th centuries.

MDR1520B | EIAR T Appendix 26-1 | A1 C01 | March 2024

rpsgroup.com
Page 2


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%C3%A1in_B%C3%B3_C%C3%BAailnge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%BAchulainn
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lethan&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ardee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferdiad

Cl - Public

ORIEL WIND FARM PROJECT i CULTURAL HERITAGE REPORT

Once the manors were established manorial churches were founded within them, oftentimes found in
association with a ruined early medieval church. There is a church and graveyard at Clonmore (LH018-
019001) which is certainly of 15th and 16th century date and is very similar in construction to that to the
medieval Church at Port (RMP LH019-006001). The churches in Drumcar (RMP LH018-006) and Dunany
(RMP LHO016-005) are also thought to be of a similar date.

Tower houses and fortified houses were defensive habitations, built predominantly in the 15th and 16th
centuries, although a few examples may be earlier in date, and some are known to have been built as late as
the first half of the 17th century. The fortified residence of the landholder was symptomatic of the unrest and
insecurity of the time and the majority of the castles were small three to five storeys in height linked to
defensive walled enclosures or bawns which partially or completely enclosed the site. They often had very
thick walls, intramural staircases, small windows (the earliest had very thin arrow or musket loops) and a
vaulted first storey, to prevent the spread of fire. They were usually found adjacent to medieval churches,
such as is the case of the tower house in Clonmore (RMP LH018-023).

Post-medieval period

It is likely that the townland network was comparatively intact when the Anglo-Norman colonies arrived in the

twelfth century. The earliest cartographic depiction of the Louthi s Pett yés DownFigBrat-) ey, c.
which is subdivided into parishes and baronies, the map is pictorial in nature, however some of the

boundaries and depicted are surprisingly accurate and it is apparent that the townlands and their names

were well established.

Killaran 34,

5 / % 3 u‘
. AJm_y}aﬁ"'Drode; 7
G ,./valyin y :

Figure 1-1: Down Survey Barony Map c. 1656 showing the barony of Ferrard and Aherdee.

The Barony map of Ferrard depicts the parishes of Dunany, Clonmore and Port is shown and the townlands
ofDunany, OMitchell stowné, ORw@oOCO | ardridinad (Fogureals?). Alargee 6, 6 To
house is indicated in Clonmore and a castle is shown in Port (there is a church and former settlement here

today).
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Figure 1-2: Extract from the Down Survey Parish Map of Ferrard c. 1656.
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Figure 1-3: Extract from the Down Survey Parish Map of Ardee c. 1656.

The 1777 Map of County Louth by Taylor and Skinner provide greater detail showing topographical features,
roads,s et t | ement s-h aun d Eigude &-@)6Thd rgad network from Dunany to Drumcar (though
which the onshore cable route runs) is the same as it is today.

Figure 1-4: Taylor and Skinner& 1777 Map showing the settlements at Drumcar/Mullincross and
Clonmore.

With the ending of the Williamite Wars in the late seventeenth century, Ireland entered a new era of relative
political calm, from 1641 until the Rebellion of 1798 there were few dramatic events and a century and a half
of peace. Without concern for defence landowners commenced the building of new mansions and an era of
experimentation of new architectural styles and larger, more comfortable houses became the norm
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From the 18th century onwards the landscape of County Louth developed a rich and varied heritage of
historic buildings ranging from grand estate houses to more common mid-sized country houses and
vernacular architecture (McCullough and Valerie, 1987). In the Cultural Heritage Study Area there are
several middle size farm holdings or country houses, with ranges of stone farm outbuildings with grounds
and settings that form an intrinsic element of their character. These houses of the middle size which would
have been occupied by prosperous farmers, manufacturers (e.g. millers) and traders. The majority
developed in the 19th century as the dwellings of strong farmers or successful traders. These properties lay
somewhere between the seats of the gentry and the simpler vernacular buildings of the rural tradition. The
architectural character in the vicinity of the Project are examples of Georgian (c. 17207 1840) and Victorian
(18901 1918) residences of this size.

The first wave of mid-sized houses and their associated gardens, parkland and structures (including
outbuildings, entranceways and lodges) occurred in the late 18th century where they were concentrated in
the more fertile areas of the Cultural Heritage Study Area or on the coast, they included Drumcar House
(RPS LHS015-027) c. 1777 and the earliest phases of Dunany House (RPS LHS019-009) c. 1725, Togher
House (LHS019-015) c. 1700 and several other houses that lie beyond the extent of the Cultural Heritage
Study Area.

Drumcar House was formerly the seat of the McClintock Family, Barons Rathdonnell, it was built in 1777
(Casey and Rowan, 1993) within an extensive demesne on the eastern banks of the River Dee. It was a
large rectangular house, three stories over basement with a five-bay front, it was extended in the nineteenth
century with two large single storey Italianate wings and a portico. The house had a clear view across the
countryside to Dundalk Bay. Its lands have been extensively developed as a hospital, St. Marys in 1948 and
later converted to a Saint John of God Residence.

There are several middle-sized farmhouses dating to the late 19th century along the roads through which the
onshore cable route runs (e.g. Seaview House (RPS LHS019-003) and Charleville House (NIAH
13901936)). They lie somewhere between vernacular structures and larger country houses. It was common
in the second half of the 19th century that prosperous farmers replaced earlier often thatched houses with
more substantial farmhouses and retained the outbuildings. They were influenced by the larger Georgian
style country houses and consequently the new farmhouses were formal in style containing two storeys, with
slated hipped roofs and the front door centrally placed in the facade with the windows and chimneys
symmetrically arranged such as those at Seagrave House (RPS LHS019-010), Roadstown House (RPS
LHS019-0 1 1) . Dar by 6 s , RARSAHSOE+014dawdethe IOid Reagtory in Drumcar (RPS LHS018-
054).

Industrial heritage consists primarily of sites and structures associated with transportation, communications,
manufacturing (milling), public utilities, and materials extraction. The first decades of the 19th century were
distinguished by a period of marked economic expansion as the economy prospered during the Napoleonic
Wars, during which Britain relied on Ireland for agricultural and grain supplies. Wheat became a significant
cash crop in Ireland from the 1750s onwards and to capitalise on it, many landowners and entrepreneurial
businessmen around the country erected flour mills in the later 1700s and early 1800s. This led to a boom in
the milling industry in Ireland in the 18th and 19th centuries and was aided by the new transport links opened
up by the coast, roads and railway. There was a concentration of mills along the river Dee and its tributaries,
including the Corn Mill in Drumcar (RPS LHS018-055), and former mills such as a Flax Mill in Drumcar and
Corn Mills in Richardstown and in Togher. Road transport links between the mills were also important,
protected road bridges crossing rivers include the bridge at Drumcar (RPS LHS018-052).

1.2 Cultural Heritage Study Area

The onshore cable route will, for the most part, run within the public road from Dunany to Stickillin. In some
areas however the cable will need to enter greenfields, at Drumcar where it crosses the River Dee to avoid
the 18th century Drumcar Bridge (RPS LHS018-052), at Charleville/Dromgoolestown to avoid the M1 and
the Dublin to Belfast Railway line, at Clonmore and at Togher to avoid road bridges over streams. Where the
N33 crosses the River Dee, the onshore cable route will divert into fields and disturbed ground immediately
north of the N33.

There are 29 joint bays (JB) proposed along the onshore cable route and one transition joint bay. Joint bays
1-8 are in the hard shoulder of the N33. Joint Bays 9, 13 and the transition joint bay are located within green
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field sites; the remaining joint bays are located within the road or within grass verge of the road. The onshore
substation site is located in the townland of Stickillin.

There are 16 passing bays. These bays are used for traffic management during the construction of the joint
bays and cable pulling. These passing bays will not require any excavations but will require the removal of
hedgerows. These passing bays are associated with the following joint bays; 10, 12, 14 to 21 and 24 to 28.

Archaeological and architectural heritage within a 100 m of the onshore components? of the Project and
cultural heritage sites within the immediate vicinity of it were examined (Figure 1-5).

1 Offshore cable route from LWM to transition joint bay; Transition joint bay at the landfall location; Joint bays and link boxes; Passing
bays for traffic management; Cable trenching along the onshore cable route; HDD crossings; Onshore substation.
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1.3 Townland names and townland boundaries

Townlands are land divisions that form a unique feature in the Irish landscape, their origins can be of great
antiquity, and many are of pre-Norman date. They existed well before the establishment of parishes or
counties. Townland boundaries can take the form of natural boundaries or routeways as well as artificially
constructed earthen banks and ditch divisions. They are predominantly formed of substantial boundaries
which are usually distinguishable from standard field division.

There are two areas where joint bays are adjacent to townland boundaries, Joint Bay 23 adjacent to the
Clonmore/Togher townland boundary and Joint Bay 26 adjacent to the Port/Boycetown townland boundary.
These are discussed below in the field assessment (Section 1.5).

The Project passes through 16 townlands (Table 1-1, Figure 1-6), in the parishes of Dunany, Port; Drumcar,
Stabannan, and Stickillin and in the Baronies of Ardee and Ferrard.
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Townland names are a valuable source of information, not only on the topography, land ownership and land

use within the landscape, but also on its history, archaeological monuments and folklore. While most place

names were anglicised or translated relatively accurately, some were corrupted virtually beyond recognition.

There are names of both English (Anglo Norman) and Irish in origin in the Cultural Heritage Study Area,

some reference topographical features (e.g. a meadow in Clonmore, hillock in Tullydonnell and a lake in

Broadlough), vegetation (possibly a white thornbush in Dunany), industry (a weir in Drumcar, mill in

Mul Il incross) as well as ar chae o)lTheghanesdf Angld Noemanofighh. g. t he
predominantly refer to landowners fiames (e.g. Dromgoolestown and Richardstown).

To follow is a list of the townlands and their meanings that the Project passes through.

Table 1-1: Townland name meanings.

Townland name Civil parish Origin/ Irish Local meaning
derivative (Logainm)

Dunany Ferrard Dunany Dun Aine or Ana 6Aineds fort
(Irish) white thornhb

Name Bks) Aine signifies
a small ring or circles
and is likely to have
been an ancient Irish
deity of the Pagan Irish

Mitchelstown Ferrard Dunany Baile Mhitchealy The town of Mhitchealy
(Norman) (a maamé). An
early townland
mentioned in a Plea
Role of 1301.

Port Ferrard Port English (Norman) Referring to a port/bank
or fort. It is referred to in
1224 as Portmaclyueran

(Gorm Reg)
Nicholastown Ferrard Port English (Norman) Referring to a name.
Boycetown Ferrard Port English (Norman) Referring to a name.

Mentioned in a Plea role
in 1301 as Dounestown

Painestown Ferrard Clonmore English (Norman) Mentioned in 1456.

Togher Ferrard Clonmore An tochar (Irish) Referring to a causeway
generally across wet
areas. There was a post
office here.

Clonmore Ferrard Clonmore Cluain Mor (Irish) Meaning the great
meadow. However
according to Stubbs
(1910) the chartularies of
St. Mary's Abbey in
Dublin show that the
family who adopted the
suffix of More held this
place. Inq. W. Kynton,
Ardee, 11 April 1616,
speak of George More
de Clonmore, temp
Henry VII. The name
then might mean "
More's Meadow."

Tullydonnell Ardee Drumcar Tulaigh dhomhnail Do mhnal | 6s h
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Townland name Barony Civil parish Origin/ Irish Local meaning
derivative (Logainm)
Corstown Ardee Drumcar Baile na gcorr Town of the cranes (OS
Name BK)
Drumcar Ardee Drumcar Druim caradh The ridge of the weir

(Joyce, 1, 367). Though
not a monastery, a
brotherhood of some
kind existed here before
the time of the Danes.
The Annals Q.M. record
the death in 811 of
Ceallach and of an "
Gremiti " in 868. The
O.L. record a tradition
that a friary had been
built some 280 yards W.
of the old church,
bearing the name of

G ai rc naStbr ¢
Finnan is the Patron
Saint. At the end of the
12th century Ralph de
Repenteny granted the
church of St. Finnian of
Dromkare and other
lands to St. Mary's
Abbey, Dublin (Chart. St.
Mary's). In 1428, the
same family were lords
of Drumcar. Their name,
shortened to Pentoney,
is still found here. At the
dissolution of
monasteries, the lands
passed to the Crown
(Stubbs, 1910)

Mullincross Ardee Kilsaran Muileann cross Mill of the cross (OS
Name BK)
Charleville Ardee Stabannan English Formerly oOCI

from John Clyntoun who
was in possession of the
land in 1390. Changed
name after 1777. (OS
Name Bk & logainm.ie)

Dromgoolestown Ardee Stabannan Baile droim gabhail  Dromgoole is a family
name (OS Name BK)
Moore's List shew it was
held by Patrick and
Henry Drumgoole
(Stubbs, 1910)

Richardstown Ardee Richardstown English (Norman) English name

Stickillin Ardee Stickillin Tigh cillin Town of the little church
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1.4 RMP sites

There are 16 recorded archaeological monuments listed in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) and
Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) within 100 m of each element of the Project (Figure 1-7). Nine of these
sites however are sites that have been fully excavated and do not present an issue for the Project.

The closest RMP sites are the roadside churches and graveyard at Clonmore (LH018-019001, -002, -003);
Clonmore castle (LH018-023) which is located 35 m north of the onshore cable route and the ecclesiastical
site in Drumcar (LH018-005) which is approximately 10 m north of the onshore cable route, however the site
is not precisely located.
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Each of these sites were assessed during the field assessment to establish if they might be subject to an
impact by the onshore cable route (Section 1.5 below).

Table 1-2: RMP sites within 100 m of the Project.

Site type Townland ITM Description Distance
(after RMP file) from the
Project
LH019-013 Ringfort i Nicholastown 713403, Cropmark of circular enclosure (max. diam. The onshore
rath (Ferrard By.) 788647 approximately 30 m) with sub-rectangular cable route is
annexe to NE, showing on aerial photograph 70 m north
(ACAP) (Buckley, 1987, 20-1). zone of
notification
LHO19- Enclosure Nicholastown 713437, Located on a fairly level, low-lying landscape. = The onshore
013001 (Ferrard By.) 788656 The cropmark of a sub-rectangular enclosure  cable route is
(dims approximately 40 m northeast-southwest; 70 m north
approximately 40 m northeast-southwest) is zone of

visible on an aerial photograph (ACAP) from notification
the 1960s (Buckley, 1987, 20-1). It is defined

by a single fosse feature and is immediately to

the northeast of rath (LH019-013). It is also

visible on the OSI series of aerial photographs

(1995).
LHO018- Church Clonmore 711028, Built of roughly coursed limestone slabs, blocks The road
019001 789093 and some very large boulders close to the wall through which
base. Present remains are of a rectangular the onshore
building (int. dims. approximately 9.75 m x 5.6  cable route runs
m, Width of walls approximately 0.8 m), cuts the zone of
probably the nave of a church which once notification

extended east to smaller chancel, now hardly
discernible. Doorway, in western bell-gable
with single opening now filled in, has two large
slab lintels and is a late insertion. Window over
doorway in west gable has a round arch with
keystone and is constructed with a mixture of
punch-dressed limestone and sandstone.
South wall has four large window openings
which are late insertions. The second window
in south wall from west end has been partially
built over a blocked-up doorway which is,
probably, the original south entrance to this late
medieval church. Semi-circular arch in east
gable has wall foundations clearly visible
across its opening, indicating that it might be a
late feature. Church was in ruins in 1692
(CLAJ, 1944, 280) (Leslie, 1908, 92)

LHO18- Church Clonmore 711069, Remains of Protestant church built in 1795, The road
019002 789087 @abandoned 1869. Ruined rectangular structure through which
(max. dims. 14 m x 6.3 m) aligned east-west.  the onshore
(CLAJ, 1944, 280; Tempest, 1952, 154) cable route runs
cuts the zone of
notification
LHO18- Graveyard Clonmore 711029, Graveyard associated with Clonmore Church The onshore
019003 789086 cable route runs
through the
zone of
notification
LH018-023 Castle Clonmore 711188, lllustrated by Wright (1758, bk II, pl. XIV) as Zone of
- tower house 789074 complete with rectangular corner-tower, now notification of
the only remains are those of the northwest the site is

angle-tower. The tower, which is three storeys located 35 m
high, shows clear evidence of where the west  north of the
wall of the main tower house has been broken onshore cable
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Site type

Townland

IT™

Description

(after RMP file)

Distance
from the

Project

away at the east end of the north face. The route
tower is built of roughly coursed limestone
rubble and greywacke. It has three slit
openings with embrasures in the west wall and
two in the north. (Murphy 1895, 318; CLAHJ
1921, 28)
LHO018-005 Ecclesiastical Drumcar 706578, OS Letters refer to the tradition of a friary Approximately
site 791234 (CLAJ 1942, 106) some 280 m west of church 10 m south of
(LH018-014001-). No visible surface trace, and RMP Zone of
its precise location cannot be identified. Notification, this
site is not
precisely
located
LHO017-017 Enclosure Stickillin 699130, Cropmark ring indicating circular enclosure on 40 m north of
790804 aerial photograph (CUCAP, BDG 68). the Zone of
Notification of
the site, the
N33 is
archaeologically
resolved
LHO017-104 Fulacht fia Richardstown 701273, Discovered during archaeological monitoring N/a, N33 is
791008 Pprior to pipe laying (Excavation Licence No. archaeologically
99E0465). A burnt mound (11.5 m x 9.8 m) resolved
was initially exposed. Excavation uncovered a
sub-rectangular trough (2.4 m x 1.4 m) cut into
a layer of grey marl. (Seaver, 2000, 221)
LH018-066 Excavation - Richardstown 702664, Discovered prior to road construction N/a, N33 is
miscellaneous (Ardee By., 791082 (Excavation Licence No. 99E0200). A pit (max. archaeologically
Richardstown diam. 0.2 m; D of 0.1 m) filled with a dark resolved
Par.) brown charcoal-stained soil which contained
lumps of charcoal and some burnt stones.
(Seaver, 2000, 220).
LHO018-067 Excavationi Richardstown 702143, Discovered prior to road construction N/a, N33 is
miscellaneous (Ardee By., 790908 (Excavation Licence No. 99E0200). A sub- archaeologically
Richardstown rectangular pit (2.02 m x 1.9 m; max. D 0.2 m) resolved
Par.) filled with charcoal-stained clay. (Seaver, 2000,
220-1)
LH018-068 Excavation-  Richardstown Discovered prior to road construction N/a, N33 is
Miscellaneous (Ardee By., (Excavation Licence 99E0200). An irregular archaeologically
Richardstown shaped pit (max. diam. 1.25 m; D 0.08 m) filled resolved
Par.) with a mid- brown soil which contained frequent
flecks and occasional lumps of charcoal.
(Seaver, 2000, 220)
LHO017-111 Excavationi Richardstown 700127, A sub-circular pit (max. diam. 0.62 m; max. D N/a, N33 is
miscellaneous (Ardee By., 790968 0.1 m) discovered prior to road construction archaeologically
Richardstown (Excavation Licence No. 99E0200). Its fill resolved
Par.) contained flecks of charcoal and occasional
burnt stones. (Seaver, 2000, 221)
LHO017-107 Fulacht fia Richardstown 699949, Duffy, C. (2000) Harristown. In I. Bennett (ed.), N/a, N33 is
(Ardee By., 790985 Excavations 1999: summary accounts of archaeologically
Richardstown archaeological excavations in Ireland. 218-9 resolved
Par.) (No. 625).
LHO017-105 Fulacht fia Broadlough 697710, Archaeological excavation prior to road N/a, N33 is
790925 construction (Excavation Licence No. archaeologically
99E0460) uncovered a sub-rectangular pit resolved

(1.75 m x 1.4 m). It was filled with burnt stones
and clay which has led the excavator to
suggest it may have been part of a fulacht fia.
(Duffy, 2000, 188)
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IT™ Distance
from the

Project

Discovered prior to road construction N/a, N33 is
(Excavation Licence No. 99E0200). Situated archaeologically
approximately 10 m E of the River Dee. A small resolved

spread of burnt stone and charcoal-rich soil

partially overlay a trough. The trough was sub-

rectangular (2.12 m x 1.5 m) with sloping sides

and had four large postholes cut through it.

(Seaver, 2000, 186-7)

Site type Townland Description

(after RMP file)

LH017-110 Fulacht fia Broadlough

There are three RMP sites within 500 m of the onshore substation site as detailed in Table 1-3. They relate
to the church complex in Stickillin which lies to the south of the N33 and the former Great Northern Railway

line (Ardee Branch). There is no visual link between these RMP sites and the onshore substation site.

Table 1-3: RMP sites within 500 m of the onshore substation site.

Townland

Site type

IT™M Description

(after RMP file)

Distance from
onshore

LHO017-015
001-003

Church, Stickillin
Graveyard and

font complex

698556,

790587,
698552,
790596;
698547,
790594

Rectangular graveyard (map dims. 34 m
E-W; 30 m N-S) with church (LHO17-
015001-) in centre. Divided nave (max.
dims. 15 m by 5 m) and chancel (max.
dims. 7 m by 3.9 m) built of limestone
and greywacke and surviving only at the
lower levels except for the W gable
which appears to be almost at its
original height. There are the remains of
piers of a Romanesque chancel arch
which have almost plain jambs of hard
greyish sandstone set in a single order.
There are the remains of a plain
doorway with roughly shaped sandstone
jambs and reveals in the W end of the S
wall of the nave. The W gable has the
remains of a possible bellcote. The
church was partially excavated and
renovated by the Louth Archaeological
Society under the supervision of D.
Maclvor (CLAJ, 1956, 400-3) and a
number of archaeological finds were
recovered, including medieval stained
glass, late thirteenth- or early fourteenth-
century pottery, and a coin of Edward Il
(CLAJ, 1943, 210). A greenish-grey
sandstone font with a flat circular base
and an almost square bowl (Wth 0.45 m,
D 0.20 m), situated inside the church
(LHO017-015001-) close to the W wall.

substation site

340 m from the
southeast corner
of the field
containing the
onshore
substation site.

LHO017-016 Ritual site - holy  Stickillin

well

698665,
790557

indicated on the 1938 'OS 6-inch' map.
The OS Letters refer to a well called
Tober Phadraig. The same well seems
to have been later called St. Brigid's
Well (Maclvor, 1956, 403). Tradition
claims St. Patrick struck a spring beside
the cave at Stickillin and that afterwards
it was called Patrick's Stream (Irish
Folklore Commission Schools'
Manuscripts 670, 12). It lies in a hollow
on the slope of a low ridge and is

455 m from the
southeast corner
of the field
containing the
onshore
substation site.
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Site type Townland ITM Description Distance from

(after RMP file) onshore
substation site

circular and drystone lined (diam. 1.38
m; D 1.68 m). When inspected by ASI in
1966 it was almost dried up and an iron
pump with a concrete trough had been
erected at it.

LHO017-014  Souterrain Stickillin 698538, Located in an open field. Sections of 300 m from the
790670 one or possibly two drystone-built southeast corner
souterrains. of the field
containing the
onshore

substation site.

1.5 Field assessment

1.5.1 Field walkover survey

A field walkover and windshield survey of each component of the onshore elements of the Project from
above the LWM was carried out on 28 August and 11 December 2019 on clear and bright days. It was
carried out to assess the context of the offshore wind farm area within the wider receiving historic
environment.

The field survey also sought to identify any low-visibility archaeological features with little surface expression
and to identify properties, structures or features considered to be of architectural or cultural heritage merit.
Where the immediate environs of a site or protected structure outside the Project boundary were not publicly
accessible the assessment was made on observations from the road nearby in conjunction with aerial survey
and cartographic sources. All archaeological sites within approximately 100 m of the landfall, onshore cable
route and onshore substation site, and architectural heritage sites that might be subject to a physical or
setting impact are described below.

The proposed location of each element of the onshore works of the Project is described from the east (the
coast) to the west across the landscape to Stickillin.

The results of the field inspection are described alongside a review of the designated cultural heritage sites
(RMP, RPS, NIAH), aerial ortho-photography (Google Earth, Ordnance Survey Ireland and Bing Maps) and
cartographic sources (which includes the first edition OS map of 1836, the revised 1882-84 and 1907-11
editions; the Grand Jury Map of the county of Louth, surveyed by George Taylor and Andrew Skinner (1777);
2 sheets (engraved by G. Terry, London); the Down Survey Barony and Parish Maps datingtothec.1 6 50 6 s .
The general historical and archaeological context of this landscape is described in section 1.1 above.
Townland names (Section 1.3), place name and field name evidence from Logainm, the Louth Field Names
Project (LFNP) and secondary written sources (Stubbs, 1910), are also included where relevant as they
have a potential to indicate the presence of archaeological or cultural heritage features that might have long
since disappeared.

The scheme is described under each of the following headings:

1 Landfall;

1  Onshore cable route (including joint bays and river crossings); and

T  Onshore substation site at Stickillin.
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Landfall

Dunany is a coastal headland located at the southern end of Dundalk Bay midway between Annagassan and
Clogher Head. The offshore cable route will make landfall at Dunany along a stretch of sand and shingle
beach on the southern side of the Dunany Headland. The onshore cable route will run inside the southern
boundary of Dunany Demesne within an arable field on the southeastern edge of the demesne. The works
included in this area comprises a joint bay, a temporary compound and a permanent access road running 5
m north of the demesne boundary (measuring 5 m wide, with 804 clause) (Figure 1-8).

Dunany Demesne

Figure 1-8: Landfall location, transition bays and compound and permanent access road.

The landfall is located on the beach to the south of Dunany Point. The area was accessed via a harrow
access lane way which ran eastwards to the beach.

Almost the entirety of the headland was part of the early 18th century Dunany Demesne lands associated

with Dunany House (RPS LHS019-009). Within the demesne lies a medieval church and graveyard (RMP
LH016-005001-002). On the easternmost point of the headland at Dunany Point is a site of a coastal

promontory fort (LH019-002) (over 700 m from the landfall) (Figure 1-13). I't was known as 'the
gave the name D%n Cine or Cna wlkiatne ntgh @rAn mes6 f olrtt 6h &g
by coastal erosion and no visible surface trace of the site survives.

There are no recorded archaeological sites in proximity to the landfall location. The first edition OS map
shows the landfall location as a featureless sandy beach.

There are no shipwrecks recorded between the shore and the low water mark (LWM) on the southern side of
Dunany Point. Any potential effects from the Project below the LWM on marine archaeology are assessed in
volume 2B, chapter 15: Marine Archaeology. The nearest recorded vessel is the 6 STopazd ( WRet. DNk
W00248) which is approximately 4 km to the east off ®unany Reefd The steamship was Lost on the
28/12/1891 when it struck the reef in a storm and subsequently sank. There is also an unidentified wreck
(Wreck No. W00276) recorded adjacent to it.
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Dunany Point is characterised by prominent low sea cliffs, that extend along the coastline, measuring
approximately 8-10 m in height. Most of the cliff edge is slumping or have collapsed (Figure 1-9).

Figure 1-9: Cliff edge along Dunany Point (view looking north).

A systematic visual inspection of the foreshore at the landfall location to above the LWM was carried out
during daylight low spring tide. The active coastal zone below the cliffs comprises a wide shingle bank, giving
way to a relatively level, narrow sand and shingle beach. In the middle shore are intermittent rocky patches
and, beyond this, tidal flats with isolated glacial erratics of siltstone, limestone and some sandstone. (Figure
1-10, Figure 1-11). Nothing of archaeological interest was identified during the walkover survey (such as
exposed timbers etc.).

Figure 1-10: Foreshore at Dunany at the location of the landfall location.
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Figure 1-11: View looking east and view looking northeast.

On the seashore, approximately 450 m north of the landfall location is a rock shaped like an armchair,

usually submerged when the tide is in. I't is labelled on the revised editic
Du n a (Figuve 1-12) and was reputed to cure mental illness. The o6 Cat haoir Anad6 attracte
who sat on it three times to be cured (Kelly, B, 2015). According to the OS Name Books (1836) there was

once a whitethorn bush on the rising drheocnanmedunany Boine t he
is the anglicisation of Dun Aine (the fort of Aine), is said to be the place where the mythical Queen Aine sat

in her chair of stone and looked across the sea, towards her love who never returned. Local folklore says

that the black rocks at the base of the cliff were Cin
love one day. The natural erratic is located outside the Project redline boundary (approximate ITM 715647,

79126) will not be impacted.
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Figure 1-12: Location of the Mad Chair of Dunany, Dunany Point (LH019-002) and the landfall
location, OS Map 1882-84. The inset is a photograph of the rock, view towards the south.

Onshore cable route and joint bays

The route is described in sections as follows:

Landfall to Togher Crossroads

The onshore cable route runs west from the landfall location on the beach into a field associated with
Dunany Demesne (RPS LHS019-009, GS1, Figure 1-13). The historical extent of Dunany Demesne (RPS
LHS019-009, is indicated by a shaded area in the first edition OS Map, (Figure 1-13). The principal buildings
and historic features are located in the central area of demesne lands. This inner core is surrounded by a
thick shelterbelt of trees and has limited views to the surrounding landscape/fields.
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Figure 1-13: Dunany Demesne (RPS LHS019-009, GS1) shaded on the first edition OS Map 1836 and
aerial survey and the location of the of the works area in the demesne.

The eastern boundary of the Demesne is unenclosed, it comprises a slumped low cliff edge (Figure 1-14).
On the early map a former coastal road on the cliff edge is shown which has since been eroded.

Figure 1-14: View looking west to the laneway entrance to the beach, the cable route will enter the
Dunany Demesne from the collapsed cliff edge (indicated by an arrow).

From within the demesne, the southernmost boundary is concealed by a broad impenetrable band of
vegetation overgrowth (approximately 10 m deep). However, from the beach access road to the south,
outside the demesne, a rubble stone wall can be seen to form the boundary. It is substantially hidden behind
thick ivy but appears to be continuous with a collapsed wall/bank in places, it survives to a height of at least
2.5 m at the eastern end of the laneway. There is a set of round rubble stone pillars at the eastern end of the
wall near the beach (Figure 1-15 and Figure 1-16). A culvert or stream appears to run inside the boundary
line, but it is too overgrown to see.
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Figure 1-15: Rubble stone boundary wall to Dunany Demesne (RPS LHS019-009).

Figure 1-16: Gate pier on the left-hand side of the road.

A large number of stray finds dating to the prehistoric period have been found in the ploughsoil on Dunany
Headland (Section 1.1 above) and as such this greenfield is considered to have a general subsurface
archaeological potential (AAP1). There are no demesne landscape features within this field. A dense
wooded shelter belt is located around the core of the demesne where the principal buildings and landscape
features lie, the area of the onshore cable route is well screened from it.

The onshore cable route emerges from Dunany Demesne, at a location where the hedgerow is overgrown

with dense vegetation. It emerges through the southernmost entrance to the Demesne; the entrance

comprises a square gatepost with a pyramidal stone cap with a modern galvanised field gate. On the

western side of the gate thereisa r ubbl est one wal | wiFiglre 1sl7)oThiisads ol di er o
secondary farm entrance to the demesne, which is in contrast to the main entrance avenue to the east of the

demesne, which has a decorative tree lined approach to the demesne core and principal buildings.

Figure 1-17: Southern entrance into Dunany Demesne part of RPS LHS019-009.
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